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Dr. Derek Briggs

Derek Briggs is a graduate of Trinity College, Dublin, and the University of Cambridge where he
gained a PhD on arthropods from the Burgess Shale under the supervision of Harry Whittington.
The Burgess Shale project was celebrated in Stephen Jay Gould's 1989 book, Wonderful Life.
Briggs spent periods on the faculty of Goldsmiths University of London, and the University of
Bristol, before joining Yale University in 2003 where he has served as the director of the Yale
Peabody Museum. He has contributed to our understanding of the history of life through his
research on exceptionally preserved fossils, publishing more than 400 scientific articles and
several books. His diverse research interests include the Cambrian explosion and subsequent
biodiversification during the Ordovician. He showed how soft tissues are fossilized through
replication by minerals and the diagenetic alteration of organic cuticles and other tissues. He
has contributed to discoveries on fossil groups of various ages including demonstrating the
vertebrate affinity of conodonts and reconstructing the color of feathered dinosaurs.



