
 

 

The Burgess Shale - An Iconic Cambrian Fossil 

Deposit 

 

The Burgess Shale, discovered at the beginning of the last century, has come to encompass 

more than Walcott's Quarry in the Canadian Rockies. Other localities in the region and 

elsewhere display similar 'Burgess Shale-type' preservation and likewise yield soft-bodied fossils. 

This remarkable preservation is essentially a result of the survival of organic material, but early 

mineralization also plays a role. The talk will consider the history of research on Burgess Shale 

fossils and those from related deposits and show how new discoveries continue to impact our 

understanding of the early history of animal life on the planet. 


