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David McKinnon was born in Scotland and obtained a B.Sc. degree in Chemistry from Edinburgh 

University in 1960. In 1963, he received a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry, also from Edinburgh 

University. 

He came to Canada later that year as a post-doctoral fellow at Dalhousie University in Halifax, 

then in 1965 started a teaching position as an Assistant Professor in the Chemistry Department 

at the University of Manitoba, working his way through the ranks to Full Professor. In 2021, he 

and his wife retired to Kamloops. 

While at the University of Manitoba, he taught chemistry at virtually all levels and maintained 

an active research programme, mainly studying the syntheses and reactions of certain 

heterocyclic sulfur compounds. He also worked on compounds of interest in nuclear magnetic 

resonance investigations (proton and C-13). 

Though retired, he maintains a strong interest in the popularization of science, especially 

chemistry. He has been a board member of the Kamloops Big Little Science Centre Society and 

given many talks to the Kamloops Adult Learner Society. 

David and his wife enjoy traveling and the local music scene. 


