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Open Holes and Abandoned Mines Branch Program
Updates

The Abandoned Mines Branch (AMB) has made progress in addressing safety risks at historic
and abandoned mine sites in British Columbia. This presentation will showcase AMB's approach
to identifying, prioritizing, and closing open holes.

Key topics include:

Branch Update

Risk-Based Prioritization: Targeting high-priority sites using inventory and risk-ranking
methods.

Diverse Closure Techniques: Solutions like backfilling, installing gates and using
polyurethane foam (PUF).

Collaborative Efforts: Partnering with industry, government agencies, and Indigenous
communities to achieve effective outcomes.

Challenges and Lessons: Overcoming logistical and technical obstacles in remote
environments.

Future plans: What the future looks like for AMB, why this work is important, and how
can industry help.

This talk will provide insights for professionals in mine safety, and collaborative project
management, showcasing how partnerships and targeted approaches drive progress in
managing abandoned mine sites and improving social license for mining in BC.



